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Love StoryFor the first time, women could vote at primary elections in Missouri Michelle Trupiano | St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Show Caption Hide Caption Missouri moves toward early voting for 2016 general election Missouri has extended the early
voting period for the state's 2016 general election from 14 to 28 days. (June 7) ST. LOUIS – The voter-approved constitutional
amendment allowing women to vote in primary elections passed the Missouri Senate Wednesday. The Senate voted 20-16 to
send the amendment, which will be sent to the House for consideration before it would be on the ballot, to Gov. Jay Nixon's
desk. Nixon has until July 15 to send the measure to the ballot, or it will be voted down. "I think that it is important that we have
some equal access, especially in primary elections," said Sen. Mike Parson, a Republican from Lake St. Louis. His Senate
District 21 includes western St. Louis County, where primary elections are held later than in other St. Louis-area counties. "The
goal of this amendment is to allow qualified women to make the choice between candidate and party," Parson said. Women in
Missouri cannot vote in primary elections if they are pregnant, considering becoming pregnant, or are more than 55 days
postpartum. The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals struck down the state law in 2016 because it also prohibits women from
voting if they are 16 or 17 years old. Municipal elections and referendums are allowed to change the date of their primary
elections. Early voting is also allowed in municipal and nonpartisan primary elections. Similar to a federal law that was upheld
by the Supreme Court in 2013, the amendment requires 10 percent of the number of votes cast in the state primary in the last
election for governor. If Missouri women vote in 2016, it will be the first time since 1944 women could vote in primary
elections. The 16-year-old law was passed in 1972 to bar women from voting in partisan contests such as U.S. Senate elections.
The primary law did not apply to nonpartisan contests. But in 2016, Missouri voters approved a constitutional amendment to
allow women to vote in partisan primaries. The Missouri General Assembly on Aug f678ea9f9e
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